
Reclamation Contact Information
For general questions, please contact:

Ms. Kara Lamb
Phone:  970-962-4326
E-mail:  klamb@gp.usbr.gov

For questions specific to the EIS, please contact:

Mr. Pat Mangan
Bureau of Reclamation
Eastern Colorado Area Office
11056 W. County Road 18E
Loveland, CO 80537-9711
Phone:  303-445-2236
Facsimile:  970-663-3212
E-mail:  pmangan@do.usbr.gov

Project Participant Information
Addition information about the project participants can
be found at their websites:

Colorado Springs Utilities: www.csu.org
City of Fountain: www.ci.fountain.co.us
Security Water District: www.securitywsd.com

Bureau of Reclamation
11056 W. County Road 18E
Loveland, CO 80537-9711

The Proposed Project
The Bureau of Reclamation is preparing an EIS for the
proposed Southern Delivery System (SDS), a regional
water delivery project designed to serve current and
future water needs of Colorado Springs, Fountain, and
Security.  As currently proposed, SDS would deliver
Fryingpan-Arkansas Project (Fry-Ark) water and non-
Fry-Ark water from the Arkansas River near the City
of Pueblo to an area east of Colorado Springs.
Because the proposed project would involve long-term
storage, conveyance, and exchange contracts from
Reclamation, Reclamation is the lead federal agency
for compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA).

This newsletter will focus on the questions most
frequently asked of Reclamation regarding the NEPA
process and the proposed SDS project.

Frequently Asked Questions

The Role of NEPA

What is NEPA?
�NEPA�� the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
� is a public disclosure law. It provides a means by
which federal agencies, or entities working with
federal agencies, inform the public of proposed
projects, analyze potential impacts resulting from
those projects, and disclose analysis results in an
environmental document.

Federal agencies are required to comply with NEPA.
For each NEPA evaluation, a lead federal agency is
selected based on agency jurisdiction and involvement.
Compliance with NEPA is complete when the lead
agency signs one of three environmental documents: a

Categorical Exclusion Checklist (CEC),
a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI), or a Record of Decision
(ROD).

• A CEC is completed if there are
few or no impacts from a proposed
project.

• A FONSI is signed when an
Environmental Assessment (EA)
determines there will be no significant
impacts

SDS � EIS
NEWSLETTER
The Bureau of Reclamation is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Southern
Delivery System, a regional water delivery project designed to serve current and future water needs of Colorado
Springs, Fountain, and Security.  This newsletter is the third of planned periodic updates on the Southern Delivery
System Project.  Photographs of the proposed Jimmy Camp Creek Reservoir site are featured in this newsletter.
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·  A ROD follows completion of an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Through NEPA and its related public comment
process and environmental evaluations, a federal
agency is able to consider the effects of the proposed
project and reasonable alternatives to it. It can then
identify what it considers the best course of action, i.e.
a preferred option or alternative.

What is an environmental assessment (EA)
and an environmental impact statement (EIS),
and what is the difference?
An EA is prepared when a lead agency is uncertain if a
proposal will generate significant impacts. An EIS is
prepared when significant impacts are likely.

If the initial
investigation
indicates the
project would
have more
impacts than
anticipated, the
NEPA
evaluation
moves into the
next level of
environmental
document. For
example, if the
analysis performed for an EA concludes that
significant impacts would result from the proposal, an
EIS must be prepared before a decision whether or not
to proceed with the proposal is made.

A public scoping process is often the beginning of an
EA or EIS evaluation. Inviting the public to share its
concerns regarding the proposed project helps the lead
federal agency determine the significant issues and
what NEPA document, EA or EIS, to prepare.

In the case of the Southern Delivery System,
Reclamation is the lead federal agency and determined
that an EIS would be required due to the potential
impacts of the proposed project. A public scoping
process was held in the fall of 2003.

Has Reclamation already agreed that the
Southern Delivery System, or “ SDS,”  should
be built?
No. Reclamation does not make any determination on
any proposed project until a NEPA evaluation is
completed and a formal decision document is signed.

Can the cities that proposed the project build
parts of the SDS before Reclamation makes a
decision?
Yes, however, if the project proponents, Colorado
Springs Utilities, the City of Fountain, and the Security
Water District, were to begin construction prior to the
issuing of a formal NEPA decision document, they
would do so at financial and political risk because the
lead government agency could choose a different

option.

How Comments are
Included/Used

How do I provide comments
to the EIS process?
Comments to the EIS process must
be in writing. Please fax, e-mail, or
send comments by letter to the
attention of Pat Mangan at the
following:

Fax: (970) 663-3212
E-mail: Pmangan@do.usbr.gov
Bureau of Reclamation
11056 W. County Rd. 18E
Loveland, CO  80537

Can I still provide comments to the EIS even
though the Scoping Period is over?
Yes. Reclamation accepts comments throughout the
duration of the EIS study.

How do I know you received my comments?
Why haven't you responded to my scoping
letter personally? Will you respond to my
comments?
A list of all commenters is available at
www.sdseis.com. Reclamation is responding to all
comments through the Scoping Report and the Draft
EIS. If you have additional questions, please contact
Kara Lamb at either (970) 962-4326 or

alternatives appropriately fulfill the project
proponents’  Purpose and Need.  The NEPA process
also allows for proposed alternatives currently under
consideration to be eliminated as data are evaluated.

How does Reclamation determine which
alternative should be picked?
The NEPA process is the systematic evaluation of all
identified alternatives. Through this process,
Reclamation applies data collection, hydrologic
modeling, public scoping and comment, and other
methods to screen the alternatives. Alternatives may be
eliminated if the data shows they do not meet the
Purpose and Need. Reclamation will develop a set of
technical screening criteria, and apply it to each
individual alternative. The results of the screening help
Reclamation determine which alternatives should
remain under consideration and which should be
eliminated from detailed study.

Those that remain are further analyzed for possible
significant impacts and for how, if at all, those impacts
could be minimized or mitigated. Based on the results
of the impact analysis, a preferred alternative is
identified in the Draft EIS.  The recommendation can
be for any of the alternatives, including the No Action
Alternative.

Public comment on the analysis in the Draft EIS will
help Reclamation know if a full range of alternatives
has been discussed. If necessary, Reclamation will
revise the alternatives or the analysis prior to issuing a
Final EIS. The Final EIS will contain responses to
substantive comments to the Draft EIS.

After Reclamation issues a Final EIS, it will issue the
Record of Decision (ROD) describing its decision on
the SDS project. Reclamation can issue the ROD no
sooner than 30 days after issuing the Final EIS.

Why does Reclamation need to access
properties?
To properly collect cultural resource and natural
resource data (like the presence of endangered species
or critical habitat), Reclamation and its consultants
must access some private properties.  These data allow
Reclamation to accurately assess impacts of the
various alternatives.  Without access to these areas, the
NEPA evaluation will lack certain details, forcing
Reclamation to make a decision without all the
relevant information.

Possible Results of the SDS EIS

Will Colorado Springs and the other groups
behind the SDS have to resolve the issues
identified by the NEPA process and/or public
comments?
The EIS will disclose any significant impacts and
identify measures to offset or mitigate them.
Mitigation measures can be required as part of the
preferred alternative.

Why does the EIS take so long?
As this newsletter sheet has explained, there are many
details and steps associated with an EIS. Most EIS
evaluations take at least a year. If a proposed project is
complex and has numerous issues, as we have seen
with the SDS, the EIS evaluation frequently takes
several years or more.

When will the EIS be completed?
The current schedule for the EIS shows completion of
a Record of Decision in mid-2006. The schedule is
subject to change.  Please check the web site
www.sdseis.com for future schedule updates.


