Reclamation Contact Information

For general questions, please contact:

Ms. KaraLamb
Phone: 970-962-4326
E-mail: klamb@gp.usbr.gov

For questions specific to the EIS, please contact:

Mr. Pat Mangan

Bureau of Reclamation

Eastern Colorado Area Office
11056 W. County Road 18E
Loveland, CO 80537-9711
Phone: 303-445-2236
Facsimile: 970-663-3212
E-mail: pmangan@do.usbr.gov

Project Participant Information

Addition information about the project participants can be
found at their websites:

Colorado Springs Utilities: www.csu.org
City of Fountain: www.ci.fountain.co.us
Security Water District: www.securitywsd.com
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The Bureau of Reclamation is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Southern
Delivery System, a regional water delivery project designed to serve current and future water needs of Colorado
Sorings, Fountain, and Security. This newsletter is the second of planned periodic updates on the Southern

Delivery System Project.

The Proposed Project

The Bureau of Reclamation is preparing an EIS for the
proposed Southern Delivery System (SDS), a regiona
water delivery project designed to serve current and future
water needs of Colorado Springs, Fountain, and Security.
As currently proposed, SDS would deliver Fryingpan-
Arkansas Project (Fry-Ark) water and non-Fry-Ark water
from the Arkansas River near the City of Pueblo to an area
east of Colorado Springs. Because the proposed project
would involve long-term storage, conveyance, and
exchange contracts from Reclamation, Reclamation is the
lead Federal agency for compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Resource Studies

Newsletter No. 1 listed the significant issues identified
during the scoping period. Reclamation is conducting
resource studies focusing on the significant issues. The
studies will characterize existing conditions in the areas that
may be affected by the proposed project. This information
will be used to evaluate the impacts of the proposed SDS
and dternatives. The following resource studies are being
conducted:

Water Resources

Aquatic Resources

Wildlife Resources

Cultural Resources

Wetland and Riparian Resources
V egetation Resources

Socioeconomic Conditions
Recreation

Land Use

Hazardous Materias

The resource studies cover a wide range of environmental
aspects including scoping issues and NEPA requirements.
The following is a brief description of how the resource
studies will addressissues identified during scoping.

Proposed Jimmy Camp Creek Reservoir Site.



Water Resources

Because SDS is a proposed water supply project, water
resources are central to many of the resource studies being
conducted. Water resources will be studied in streams and
rivers potentially affected by the proposed project, focusing
on the Arkansas River, Fountain Creek, Williams Creek,
and Jimmy Camp Creek. Surface water quantity data for
the study area including streamflow, reservoir levels,
irrigation diversions, water use, and flood flows are being
gathered and summarized.

Surface water quality data, including previous water quality
studies, existing water quality data, water quality standards,
permitted discharges, and agricultural water quality
guidelines, are being gathered. These data, along with
surface water quantity modeling results, are being used to
assess changes in water quality.

Topographic data, historical aeria photography, floodplain
data, and field reconnaissance data are being gathered to
determine potential changes in flow depth, speed, and
sediment load in the Arkansas River and its tributaries.

Existing groundwater resources in the area are being
studied to determine groundwater levels, quality, and uses.

Intermittent ponds found on Williams Creek are part of the
SDSEISstudy area.

Aquatic Resources

The aquatic resource study is collecting information about
fish and other aguatic life in the Arkansas River and
tributaries potentially affected by the project. In
collaboration with the Colorado Division of Wildlife, the
EIS study team is counting the number and type of fish in
the Arkansas River and some of its tributaries. These

studies will not only provide information for the SDS
project, but will assist the Division of Wildlife in its
management of fishing along the river. In addition to fish
sampling, the study team is collecting aguatic insects and
examining the habitat for fish and aquatic insects in the
river and tributaries.

Brown trout may be found in the SDSEIS study area.

Wildlife Resources

The wildlife study is collecting existing and new data
concerning the occurrence and distribution of wildlife,
wildlife habitat, and protected wildlife species near
proposed project features. The EIS study team is searching
proposed facility sites to identify reptiles, amphibians,
birds, and mammals that could be affected. Genera
wildlife field studies will describe wildlife habitat, as well
as the presence or absence of protected wildlife species.

Cultural Resources

The cultural resource study will identify cultural resources
and determine if they are eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. A file search of known
resources is taking place through the Colorado Historical
Society. Additionally, archeologists are conducting
reconnaissance and intensive surveys of the project area.
Reclamation is aso conducting government-to-government
consultation with Native American tribes that have a
historical interest in the project area

Wetland and Riparian Resources

Wetland and riparian (streamside) vegetation assessments
are needed to describe existing conditions and to accurately
assess potential impacts to wetland and riparian resources.
Field studies are being conducted to delineate wetlands and
maps are being prepared using Global Positioning Satellite
(GPS) equipment. Aerial photography is being used to map
wetlands that may be indirectly impacted by the proposed
project and are being field-checked as necessary.

Vegetation Resources

Vegetation specialists are conducting field surveys to map
various types of vegetation. Vegetation types are mapped
using aeria photography and site visits, while intensive
field searches are conducted for the threatened Ute ladies -
tresses orchid and other Colorado Imperiled and Vulnerable
Species. The study team is also consulting with local weed
control managers and others to map areas of noxious weeds.

Saltcedar isfound along wetlands in Williams Creek.

Socioeconomic Resources

The socioeconomic study is collecting information to
describe the social and economic conditions of the study
area. Demographic data are being gathered from locdl,
state, and federal sources. Information about economic
sectors such as agriculture, recreation, and local business
activity are being compiled. When additional data are
needed, interviews are conducted with city and county
planners, local business leaders, and others.

Recreation Resources

The EIS study team is reviewing both water-based and
land-based recreational resources. Information on
recreational resources, facilities, and user groups is being
gathered from various agencies. In addition to identifying
potential impacts, the study team will forecast potential
recreational uses associated with the proposed reservaoirs.

Cumulative Effects

In addition to assessing direct and indirect effects on
environmenta resources, the EIS study team is assessing
cumulative impacts that may result when SDS alternatives
are combined with the effects of other past, present, or
reasonably foreseeable future activities.

Next Steps

Reclamation will use information collected by the resource
studies and issues identified during scoping to develop a
full range of EIS alternatives. Although the formal scoping
period has passed, public meetings are planned after the EIS
alternatives have been developed. The public meetings on
the alternatives will provide the public the opportunity to
review the alternatives that Reclamation plans to analyze in
detail in the EIS. Public meetings aso will be held after
issuing the Draft EIS. The time, date, and location of these
meetings will be published on the SDS EIS web site,
announced in local media, and mailed to those on the
mailing list. Reclamation welcomes al comments from the
public at anytime during the EIS process.

Please visit the project web site at www.sdseis.com for
information and updates about the EIS process. Newsdletters
similar to this one are produced quarterly and mailed to
agencies, organizations, and individuals on the mailing list
compiled from the scoping meetings. Anyone interested
may request a copy of the newdetter and addition to the
mailing list.

Riparian habitat near Fountain Creek.



